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We’re proud to honor
those who answered

L’Aquila’s call for help
by Jo Ann Serpico, President

In my column, I always refer to Anthony Sorrentino’s book,
“Organizing the Ethnic Community” to make evident our continu-
ity from then to now. Everything that was a priority and a goal for
us in 1952 is still a priority and a goal today.

In 1980, Italy was devastated by a major earthquake in
southern Italy causing severe damage to 150 villages, at least
3,000 deaths and thousands more injured. The JCCIA mobilized
leadership and immediately established the Italian Disaster Fund.

In 2009 again Italy suffered another earthquake. The devas-
tation in L’Aquila region of Abruzzo crumbled centuries-old
churches and claimed the lives of at least 150 people, leaving
hundreds more injured and thousands more homeless. The JCCIA
immediately called on all affiliate organizations, associated mem-
bers, friends and all interested to make a contribution of compas-
sion and solidarity. We announced all contributions collected
would be distributed in accordance with the instructions of the
Italian Consul General Alessandro Motta. 

Our JCCIA Earthquake Fund 2009 was in effect from the day
of the horrific quake, beginning on April 6, 2009, and throughout
the year. ABC Channel 7 made public announcements of our
endeavors several times a day for one month. Again, the JCCIA
made a dramatic example of recruiting the resources in our com-
munity. We wired the funds to an account dedicated to earth-
quake relief at the  UniCredit Banca Di Roma in Abruzzo as per the
Consul General Motta’s instructions. This column is dedicated to
acknowledging the generosity and compassion of the following
organizations, businesses, elected officials and individuals who
donated to this humanitarian endeavor.

MILLE GRAZIE, AMICI D’AQUILA!
Abbeduto, Frank • Alongi, John • Amari & Locallo • Ardito,

Peter J. • Associazione Regionale Siciliana in America •
Associazione Veneti nel Mondo USA • Barbatini, Constance •
Bellino, John • Berardi, Vittoria • Bernero, Josephine •
Bongiovanni, Ludovico • Brennan, Sandra Sansone • Carta,
Mary Lou • Cataldo Family Enterprises • Ciaccio, Lee • Ciccio,
Samuel • Citizens for Viverito • Clarke, Lola • Columbian Club of
Chicago • Cominsky, Catherine Renzo • Congregation San Rocco
di Mudugno • Cullotta, Florence • Cumberland Chapels Inc. •
Damato, Rose Marie • D’Angelo, Oscar & Paula • Davino, Marie
• Davito, Joanne • DeFina, Barbara • DeFranco, Joseph • Del
Santo Mary Ann • Demory, Georgianna • Di Domenico, Carmen
• Di Franco, Dr. Paul • Di Frisco, Dominic • Di Paolo, Speranza •
Di Pirro, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph • Dionori, Virgil • Dzeba, Stephen •
Fecarotta, Robert • Fiorentino, Joe & Heidi • Fiorentino, Steve •
First Nations Bank — Florian Barbi • Fotopoulos, Ann • Friends
of William J.P. Banks • Gagliano, Donald • Gervasio, Mr. & Mrs.
James • Giacone (ACLI), Ann • Giglio, Frank • Gillio, Vickie A. •
Gillio, Viva • Glimco, Joseph • Grano, Rosetta • Guistolise, Mr.
& Mrs. Francis • Gullo International Development Corp. • Gullo
Sarah • Herron, Lelia • Isacson, Norman • Italo American
Maroons Ladies Club • ITAM Filippo Mazzei Ladies Aux #1 •
ITAM Italian American Civic Organization of Berwyn • ITAM
Italian American War Veterans Dept. of Illinois • ITAM Italian
American Women’s Organization • ITAM James Cuzzone, Ladies
Aux #5 • ITAM Joseph Gentile Aux Post #2 • JCCIA Women”s
Division • Juarez, Lilia Leonardi • Keith, Susan • Lanzillotti,
Joseph • Lawlor, Stephen • Lewinski, Joann • Long, Dr.
Francine • Loverde, Joy • Lucchesi Nel Mondo Associazione •
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Lupo, Anthony • Mandarino, Frank S. • Maria SS Della Croce di
Triggiano (Bari) • Marino & Associates • Martino, Nick & Lorraine
• Mayls, Ernest • Mazzini Verdi Club • Mazzone, Edith •
McCarthy, Michael • Melone, Linda • Naddeo, Rina • Napel,
Frederick • Nardi, Mary Ann • Neighbors for Mayor Mazzullo of
Stone Park • Niro, William L. • Old Neighborhood Italian
American Club • Oppedisano, Mayor of Norridge Ron • Panfilo,
Josephine • Panormus Club II Napoli • Pappas, Mark • Parisi,
Carmela • Payton, Mr. & Mrs. Jack • Pellegrino, Richard F. •
Pennington (PA), Mary Katherine • Pentassaglia, Frank • Perri Jr.,
Matthew • Persichetti, M.E. • Petrone (Judge), Angela •
Pistoresi (Northcar), Caterina • Porcaro, Louis • Posson
Roseanne • Prospect High School Italian Club • Przypyszny, Rose
• Pusateri, Mr. & Mrs. Larry • Ray, Adeline • Rinaldi, Angela •
Ruggiero, Thomas • St. Mary Star of the Sea Mother Cabrini
Society • Salvatore, Mary • Salvatore, Rose Ann • Salvi, Silvano
& Francesca • Santucci, Mr. & Mrs. Pasquale • Saviano, State
Representative Angelo “Skip” • Schafer, C.D. • Schlikas, Marilyn
• Sclafani, Nat & Gina • Sclafani, Paul • Scotillo, Evelyn •
Serpico, Jo Ann • Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii • Simontacchia,
Kenneth • Smith, Norine • Società Originale Santa Rosalia Di
Campofelice Di Roccella • Società Operaia di Mutuo Soccorso •
Società San Giovanni Bosco Di Ciminna • Sons & Daughters of
Italy in America • Spacone, Liborio • Stengle, Mr. & Mrs. Martin
• Taliani, Ann • Tossano, Carmen • Tranter, Erma • Trotta, Mary
• Tufano, Frank & Angie • Ursetti, Eleanora • Ursini, Mr. & Mrs.
Vito • Vallone, Rosemary • Vestuto, Suzanne • Visconte, Frank •
Viverito, Senator Louis S. • Wolff, Mr. & Mrs. Jim • Woodland
District (Marcmen)

Officers

President JO ANN SERPICO

1st Vice President ANTONIO ROMANUCCI

2nd Vice President ROSEMARIE ANDOLINO

3rd Vice President JOSEPH RAGO

Treasurer EUGENE RENDA

Secretary JACQUELYN MAZZA

Sergeant-at-Arms JAMES CERAMI

President Emeritus DOMINIC DIFRISCO

Past President JOANNE SPATA

Chaplain THE REV. CLAUDIO HOLZER. C.S.

Legal Advisor JOSEPH M. GAGLIARDO

Divisions
Women’s Division 

Rosemary Ranallo, President

West Suburban Women’s Division 

LaVerne Marcheschi, President

Young Professionals Division 

John Galluzzi, President

Affiliated Organizations
AIDA • Alpine Country Club • Americans of Italian
Descent • Amici d’Italia • Amici Naperville Area
Italian American Club • ARPA • Associazione Veneti
nel Mondo — USA • Calabresi in America
Organization • Casa Italia • Casa San Carlo • CIACO
• Columbian Club of Chicago • Elk Grove Village
Italian Sister Cities Inc. • Elmwood Park
Neighborhood Civic Organization • FIERI-Chicago •
Flowers of Italy Club • Fra Noi • IANU Foundation,
ISDA Midwest District • IANU, James E. Coli
Chapter #15 • IANU, Club Calascibetta Chapter
#75 • IANU, St. Anthony Chapter #10 • IANU, St.
Joseph Chapter #319 • Italian American Chamber
of Commerce • Italian American Civic Organization
of Berwyn • I-A Executives of Transportation • I-A
Human Relations Found. of Chicago • Italian
American Labor Council • Italian American Police
Association • Italian American Political Coalition •
Italian American Society (Springfield) • Italian
American Women’s Club of Chicagoland • Italian
American Women’s Organization • Italian Catholic
Federation • Italian Catholic Federation #392 •
Italian Cultural Center • Italiani Uniti • Italo-
American Soccer Club “Maroons” • Italo-American
“Maroons” Ladies Club • ITAM Vets, Illinois • ITAM,
Illinois Ladies Auxiliary • ITAM, Filippo Mazzei Post
#1 • ITAM, Filippo Mazzei Post #1 Ladies • ITAM,
Joseph Gentile Post #2 • ITAM, Joseph Gentile Post
#2 Ladies • ITAM James Cuzzone Post #5 • ITAM
James Cuzzone Post #5 Ladies • ITAM, Guido
Belmonte Post #4 Ladies • Justinian Society of
Lawyers • Marchegiana Society of Chicago Heights
• Maria SS Della Croce Di Triggiano • Maria SS
Lauretana Society • Mazzini Verdi Club, Inc. •
Mazzini Verdi Club, Ladies Social Club • Mola
Foundation • Old Neighborhood Italian American
Club • Panormus Club • San Rocco di Modugno
Society • Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel • Shrine
of Our Lady of Pompeii • Sicilian American Cultural
Assn. • Soc. Beato Giovanni Liccio • Soc. Culturale
di Bagharia in Chicago • Soc. San Biagio Platani •
Soc. San Francesco di Paola • Soc. San Giovanni
Bosco di Ciminna • Soc. San Leoluca da Corleone •
Soc. SS Crociffisso di Ciminna • Soc. SS Crocifisso
di Rutigliano, Bari • Soc. of Santa Fara di Cinisi •
Sons and Daughters of Italy in America • St. John
Brebuef Italian American Club • St. Joseph di
Bagheria Society • St. Joseph’s Club of Italian
Americans • UNICO, Chicago Amerital Chpt. •
UNICO, Chicago West Suburban Chpt. • UNICO,
Greater Chicago Chapter • Veneti del Nordamerica

The Joint Civic Committee 
of Italian Americans

3800 Division St. • Stone Park, IL 60165

708.450.9050    www.jccia.com

~ Organized in 1952 ~

On January 14, 2010, the JCCIA once again committed to
mobilize our leadership and resources, this time to collect
funds for the island of Haiti. The devastation there is insur-
mountable. We mailed notices to all of our affiliate organi-
zations an important message asking support of the victims
of the recent earthquake in Haiti to make a contribution for
this worthy cause. Already contributions are flowing into
the office. 

Make checks payable to:
Joint Civic Committee 
of Italian Americans 

Mail to:
3800 Division St.
Stone Park, IL 60165

We are asking for contributions
in any amount. Contributions 
will be distributed in accordance 
with the official agencies that 
are collecting donations for 
the victims. All donations are 
tax deductible. 

Again, we thank you for your 
continued generosity and support 
and for setting an example in 
the community.

HAITI NEEDS OUR HELP!


